
	   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The	  purpose	  of	  this	  publication	  is	  to	  spread	  
the	  truth,	  to	  sow	  God’s	  good	  seed,	  the	  
Word	  of	  God,	  and	  to	  confront	  religious	  

error	  for	  the	  good	  of	  men’s	  souls.	  
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 Acts is a key book among the New Testament 
books. It is the linchpin between the gospels and 
the epistles. Without Acts, the epistles would be 
hard to understand. At the end of the gospels there 
are no “local churches,” but we read epistle after 
epistle addressed to local churches in various 
locations. Acts 1:8 is essentially an outline of the 
book. It is Acts that describes how the gospel was 
preached in Jerusalem and then in all Judea and 
Samaria and finally, “to the end of the earth.” 

Although there were twelve apostles and Paul, the 
apostle “untimely born,” there are two individuals 
who receive the greatest focus: Peter (in the first 
twelve chapters) and Paul (chapters 13-28). Luke 
recorded Paul’s three missionary journeys, his 
incarceration in Jerusalem and Caesarea and his 
trip to Rome as a prisoner. From the “we” sections 
of Acts (16:10-17; 20:5-21:18; 27:1-28:16), it is 
evident that Luke sometimes traveled with Paul. 
The attention paid to Paul in Acts may be, in part, 
because of the number of epistles he wrote to 
individuals and churches. The information found 
in Acts definitely provides historical context for 
some of the epistles. 

In addition to recording the expansion of the 
preaching of the gospel, the book of Acts also 
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reveals how people responded to the gospel. In 
fact, Acts is sometimes called “the book of 
conversions.” 

Some of the accounts of conversion are fairly 
brief. Consider these examples:  
47 praising God and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number day 
by day those who were being saved.  
-- Acts 2:47; ESV  
7 And the word of God continued to increase, and 
the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in 
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became 
obedient to the faith.  
-- Acts 6:7; ESV  
5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith, 
and they increased in numbers daily.  
-- Acts 16:5; ESV  

Other examples of such statements of conversion 
include Acts 4:4; 5:14; 9:42; 11:21, 24; 12:24; 
13:48; 14:21; 17:4, 12, 34; 18:8 and 19:20.  

However, in the case of several conversions we 
are given more details. Following are summaries 
of those conversion stories: 

“We must learn to live together as brothers or perish 
together as fools.” 

-- Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

“Curiosity is the wick in the candle of learning.” 
-- William Arthur Ward 

Notable	  Quotables	  

SOWER 

THE 

	  

Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
 

Enoch was singular among the 
patriarchs listed in Genesis 5. He 

“walked with God” and “he was not, 
for God took him” (5:24). Enoch’s 

famous son was Methuselah, the man 
known for living the longest life (969 

years – 5:27). 
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Acts 9 – the vision of Jesus served to convince Saul of His 
deity. A man, Ananias, was sent to Saul to tell him what 
he needed to do (9:10-17; 22:12-16). 

Acts 10 – the miraculous served to bring the preacher 
(Peter) and those needed the gospel (Cornelius/Gentiles) 
together. The Holy Spirit fell upon the Gentiles to 
indicate that they could be saved just as the Jews were (v. 
47). 

Acts 16 – the occasion for preaching to the Philippian 
jailer came as a result of the earthquake, yet the word of 
the Lord was preached by man to the sinner. 

Second, the instructions given to the hearers depended 
upon “where” they were in the process of conversion. For 
instance, the Jews on Pentecost who asked what they 
should do (2:37) were not told to believe; they were 
already believers (as evidenced by their question)! They 
were told to repent and be baptized (2:38). 

Third, not all details of what must have happened is 
included in each account. We understand that God is no 
respecter of persons and thus He did not save one person 
in one way and another in a different way. We can 
understand the entire process of conversion by 
considering all of the accounts of conversion. 

Fourth and finally, each of these specific accounts 
mentions that the believers were baptized (2:41; 8:12-13; 
9:18; 10:48 [necessary inference]; 16:15, 33). Acts 2 
specifically indicates the purpose of water baptism – for 
the forgiveness of sins. 

The book of Acts answers the most important question: 
“What must I do to be saved?” 
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Jews on Pentecost (Acts 2) 

The gospel was preached to the gathered Jews (vv. 
14-36) and some believed the message (v. 37). They 
were told to repent and be baptized for the 
forgiveness of their sins (v. 38). Those who received 
the word were baptized (v. 41). 

Samaritans (Acts 8:4-13) 

Philip preached Christ to the Samaritans (v. 5). 
When they believed his message, they were baptized 
(v. 12). One Samaritan in particular, a sorcerer 
named Simon, is mentioned by Luke as believing 
and being baptized (v. 13). 

The Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:26-39) 

Philip also preached Jesus to the eunuch, beginning 
with the prophetic Scripture that the treasurer was 
reading, Isaiah 53. Such preaching must have 
included water baptism since the eunuch asked 
about being baptized himself (v. 36). 

Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:1-19) 

Saul was traveling to Damascus to persecute Jewish 
Christians when he saw a vision of the risen Jesus. 
Blinded by the light of the vision, he arrived in 
Damascus. After praying and fasting for three days, 
Ananias met with Saul and instructed him to be 
baptized (22:16). 

Paul recounted the story of his conversion before 
the Jews in the temple (Acts 22:3-16) and 
emphasized his commission to preach to the 
Gentiles before the Roman governor Festus and 
king Herod Agrippa II (Acts 26:12-18). 

Cornelius and other Gentiles (Acts 10) 

Cornelius, a Gentile soldier in Caesarea, saw a vision 
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instructing him to send for Peter in Joppa. As 
Cornelius’ messengers were arriving in Joppa, Peter 
also saw a vision intended to convince him that 
Gentiles were acceptable subjects for salvation. Peter 
went to Caesarea and preached Jesus to Cornelius 
and his household. The Holy Spirit falling upon the 
Gentiles served the purpose of convincing the Jews 
present that the Gentiles could be saved just as Jews 
were (v. 47). 

Lydia and her household (Acts 16:11-15) 

Paul and Silas preached to Lydia, a businesswoman 
and a worshiper of God, outside of Philippi at the 
riverside. She and her household were baptized (v. 
15). 

The Philippian Jailer (Acts 16:25-34) 

Paul and Silas came into contact with the jailer at 
Philippi as a result of a beating they received from 
the city’s magistrates. Having been put into prison, 
they were released by an earthquake. They preached 
to the jailer and he and his family were baptized (v. 
33). 

I would make some observations about these more 
detailed accounts. First, with the exception of 
Lydia’s case, there was a miraculous element in each 
story. However, no one was saved by these 
miraculous occurrences. Consider the role of the 
miraculous in each case: 

Acts 2 – the apostles were enabled to preach the 
gospel in different languages. 

Acts 8 – Philip was able to confirm the word 
preached to the Samaritans by miracles. In the case 
of the Ethiopian eunuch, Philip was guided 
miraculously to the eunuch, but the gospel was still 
preached by one man to another. 

	  
Although Enoch was notable in his own right, his son is well-known. Who 

was he? 
 

The	  answer	  to	  this	  question	  is	  on	  the	  back	  page.	  
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Bible Challenge Question 
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Text:	  	   	   	   	   	   	  

“It	  is	  finished”-‐	  Jesus’	  	   	   	  saying	  on	  the	  cross.	  

The	  significance	  of	  “finished”:	  	   	   	   	  	   	   	  	   	   	   	  

Three	  areas	  in	  which	  it	  is	  NOT	  finished:	  

1.	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

2.	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

3.	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  

Jesus	  continues	  to	  serve	  as	  our	  	   	   	   	   	  and	  	   	   	   	   .	  

Christians	  should	  be	  engaged	  in	  	  	   	   	   	  	   	   	   .	  

“No	  resurrection!”	  	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	  (Jewish	  sect)	  

	  

Sermon	  Notes	  

“It Is Finished” 
By	  Allen	  Dvorak	  

Therefore	  he	  is	  the	  	   	   	   	   	  of	  a	  new	  	   	   	   	   ,	  so	  that	  
those	  who	  are	  called	  may	  receive	  the	  promised	  eternal	  inheritance,	  

since	  a	  	   	   	   	  has	  occurred	  that	  	   	   	   	  them	  from	  the	  
transgressions	  committed	  under	  the	  first	  covenant.	  	  

-‐-‐	  Hebrews	  9:	   ;	  ESV	  	  
	  


